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Framed within a social model of disability, this innovative study 
tells the story of four Queensland adolescents with learning 
disabilities and their experiences of loneliness, bullying and 
problematic friendships.  The stories reveal how these social 
experiences influence how the students think about themselves, 
how they participate in collaborative classroom activities, and 
how they engage socially with their peers. 
Implications of this research relate to the reconceptualisation of 
schools.  First, educators need to be made aware of the 
consequences of social difficulties and how they impact on a 
student’s learning experience.  Second, teachers must be 
vigilant against discrimination and model appropriate attitudes 
towards difference.  Finally, schools need to become places 
where a broader variety of qualities are valued and all students 
are provided with opportunities to shine. 
